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City scraps homeless camp idea 


New plan: Setting up shelters in existing buildings 


BY MARY SHINN 

HERALD STAFF WRITER 

Durango City Council has 
backed away from establishing 
a formally designated camp¬ 
ground for homeless residents 
and instead is considering set¬ 
ting up shelters in churches, 


city buildings, county facilities 
or other designated structures. 

“It did feel more humane to 
us,” Councilor Chris Bettin 
said Thursday at a meeting 
with La Plata County commis¬ 
sioners. 

“We all are trying to find 
something that works the best 


for our whole community,” 
Mayor Dick White said. 

The city’s pivot on creat¬ 
ing a designated campground 
caught commissioners by sur¬ 
prise Thursday. Because the 
idea to set up shelters in estab¬ 
lished buildings is new, com¬ 
missioners told councilors they 


were not prepared to make a 
decision. 

“I don’t know how to react. 
... What you are proposing is so 
different from the direction we 
were heading,” Commissioner 
Julie Westendorff said. 

Commissioners and council¬ 
ors previously discussed open¬ 
ing a campground for homeless 
residents who currently live on 
county property west of down¬ 


town Durango. The sprawling 
location had about 45 camp¬ 
sites this summer, with one to 
four campers per site. Officials 
worry that campers in that 
area lack proper sanitation and 
pose a fire danger. 

The La Plata County Sher¬ 
iff’s Office has allowed camp¬ 
ing in the designated area 

See CAMR 6A 


Below-ground spaces make list of Colorado’s endangered places 


SUPERFUND 



JERRY MCBRIDE/Durango Herald photos 


Willa Vaughan, manager of Animas Trading Co. at 1015 Main Ave., talks about the underground space beneath the sidewalk in front of the store. Colorado 
Preservation Inc. listed Colorado’s “Downtown Undergrounds” with its Endangered Places program.The list includes Durango’s underground spaces on Main 
Avenue and those in several other cities across the state. 

Ripe for revitalization? 



BY JONATHAN ROMEO 

HERALD STAFF WRITER 

T he subterranean parts of 
downtown Durango have 
been included on a list of 
Colorado’s endangered his¬ 
toric places, which could result in 
the underground workings getting 
a second chance at life. 

“I love people being able to contin¬ 
ue to use historic places,” said Heath¬ 
er Baily, a member of the Colorado 
Preservation Inc. board of directors 
who represents the Western Slope. 

“There’s a lot of potential and ways 
we could be using those spaces.” 

Every year, Colorado Preservation 
adds between two and five historic 
places across the state to its Endangered Places program, with 
the hope of saving sites that are at risk of being destroyed. 

Since being formed in 1994, Colorado Preservation has added 
117 sites. Of those, 48 have been saved and seven lost, with the 
rest of the projects in the works, said Kim Grant, director of 


the Endangered Places program. 

“That’s a pretty good track re¬ 
cord,” Grant said. 

While most of the sites on the 
list are a particular landmark or 
building, occasionally, Colorado 
Preservation will add what’s 
called a “statewide resource,” 
which isn’t specific to one site or 
location across Colorado. 

This year, the group listed 
Colorado’s “Downtown Under¬ 
grounds,” which includes the 
vaults, storage spaces and secret 
tunnels found in Canon City, 
Denver, Florence, Fort Collins, 
Grand Junction, Pueblo, Salida, 
Trinidad and Durango. 

“They help tell a story of 
the evolution of our downtowns and how merchants made 
creative use of very tight spaces,” Grant said. “And some are 
being lost over time, either through development pressures or 

See UNDERGROUND, 6A 


Blocked-off stairs lead up to the sidewalk in front of Animas 
Trading Co. The store is one of several in downtown Durango 
with an old subterranean space beneath it. 


EPA: 
Plan is 
coming 

For now, agency 
will make quick fixes 


BY JONATHAN ROMEO 

HERALD STAFF WRITER 

The Environmental Pro¬ 
tection Agency is expected to 
release a plan this spring that 
will detail cleanup projects the 
agency hopes to complete in 
the next three to four years at 
the Superfund site north of Sil- 
verton. 

At a briefing for La Plata 
County commissioners, EPA 
staff said the past few years 
of gathering data has put the 
agency in a position where it 
can release a “record of deci¬ 
sion” for the planned projects 
in the coming 


INSIDE 

DECISION: Navajo 
Nation’s lawsuits 
against EPA move 
ahead. 6A 


months. 

The Bonita 
Peak Mining 
District Su¬ 
perfund site 
is comprised 
of 48 min¬ 
ing-related 
sites around Silverton identi¬ 
fied as major contributors to 
contamination and degrading 
water quality in the Animas 
River. 

The Superfund site was de¬ 
clared in fall 2016, a year after 
the EPA accidentally caused a 
mine blowout at the Gold King 
Mine, which released 3 million 
gallons of mine wastewater 
into the Animas and San Juan 
rivers. 

Since, the EPA has con¬ 
ducted extensive analysis 
- through efforts such as wa¬ 
ter-quality testing, ground- 
water monitoring and placing 
gauges at bulkheads - to better 
understand the highly miner¬ 
alized basin. 

The EPA has also performed 

See SUPERFUND, 6A 


A&E 1C 

City, Region, State 3A 
Local briefs 2A 


Marketplace ID 
Movies 3C 
Sports IB 


/thedurangoherald 

@durangoherald 


Today: Mostly sunny. Partly cloudy 
tonight. High 42 Low 14. 

More weather 6D 


News tips 247-3504 or 375-4567 

Subscribe 375-4530 

Place a classified ad 247-3504 





cC'OSWC 

R T 

presents 


R E 5 O R 


A 

Night 
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Anthony Kishman 

0S Paul 

McCartney 

Featuring 

San Juan Orchestra 


Saturday 

February 17, 2016 

• Tickets $25 • 

Doors Open Showtime 

6:30PM 7:30PM 
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Tickets available online at skyutecasino.com, by calling 666*642*4160, 
at the Sky Ute Gift Shop or at the door. Must be 21 or over. 
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